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THE  BENNETT-NEWTON   MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

The    latest   addition   to   the  growing  list  of  memorials 
which    have    been    established    at    Coulmbia    Theological 
Seminary   is   a   fund  of  $3500  which   has  been  given   re- 
cently to  the  institution  to  provide  the  endowment  for  a 
memorial    scholarship   in   honor   of   the   late   Miss   Annie 
Newton  Bennett  of  Columbus,  Georgia,  and  of  her  great 
grandfather,  Rev.  John  Newton.  Miss  Bennett's  life  work 
was  that  of  a  teacher,  and  the  influence  for  good  which 
she  exerted  in  the  lives  of  those  who  were  her  pupils  will 
abide   as   the   truest  memorial   to  her   life  and  service.   A 
devoted   Christian,   she   was   a  worthy  descendant  of  her 
great  grandfather,  Rev.  John  Newton,  who  was  the  first 
Presbyterian    minister    to    serve    in    the   state   of   Georgia. 
Mr.  Newton  organized  Old  Beth-Salem  Church,  now  the 
Presbyterian   Church   in    Lexington,  Ga.,  and  was  one  of 
the    founders    of   Hopewell   Presbytery    in   this   state.    He 
died  on  June    17,    1797,   in   his   thirty-eighth   year  after  a 
short  but  effective  ministry  and  is  buried  in  the  Lexing- 
ton, Georgia,  church  yard.  His  influence  in  Georgia  and 
in  the  nation  has  been  an  abiding  force  for  good  not  only 
through  the  work  of  the  church  in  which  he  served  but 
through   the  lives  of  many  distinguished  descendants.   It 
seems  peculiarly  appropriate  that  his  memory  should  be 
perpetuated   at   the    theological    seminary   which   exists   to 
serve  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  area  where  he  was 
its    pioneer,    ministerial    representative.    The    scholarship 
which  has  been  established  as  a  memorial  to  him  and  to 
Miss  Annie  Newton  Bennett  has  been  given  in  loving  re- 
membrance by  her  four  sisters. 

COLUMBIA   SEMINARY   INITIATES   NEW 
PROGRAM  OF  EVANGELISM 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  forward  step  in  recent 
years  for  Columbia  Seminary  lies  in  the  initiation  of  its 
new  program  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Extension.  Rev. 
Cecil  Thompson,  who  was  called  to  this  new  chair  at  the 
seminary,  entered  upon  his  work  on  September  1.  He  is 
now  in  the  process  of  laying  plans  for  courses  and  various 
other  projects  which  the  new  department  will  sponsor. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  opportunities  for  training  in 
Evangelism  will  be  the  newly  projected  Atlanta  School 
of  Visitation  Evangelism  which  will  be  the  first  large  city- 
wide  attempt  at  this  highly  successful  phase  of  evangelism 
within  our  own  denomination.  The  Atlanta  Presbyterian 
Ministers  Association  has  projected  the  campaign  and 
Mr.  Thompson  has  been  appointed  to  direct  the  work. 
Dr.  Guy  Black  who  has  initiated  the  movement  for  the 
Methodist  Church  will  come  to  Atlanta  personally  to 
work  with  Dr.  H.  H.  Thompson  and  Rev.  Cecil  Thomp- 
son in  the  campaign.  Over  two  hundred  pastors  will  be 
invited  to  participate  in  the  Greater  Atlanta  campaign 
January  12-16.  Headquarters  for  the  campaign  have  been 
established  on  the  campus  of  the  seminary.  The  institution 


is  making  all  its  facilities  available  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  significant  undertaking.  Regular  classes  will  be  sus- 
pended during  the  dates  of  the  campaign  in  order  that  all 
students  and  faculty  members  may  participate  in  this  prac- 
tical program  of  Evangelism.  At  a  later  date  in  the  school 
year  the  seminary  expects  to  hold  a  Pastor's  Conference 
also. 

During  the  fall  months  Mr.  Thompson  is  travelling  ex- 
tensively throughout  the  country  visiting  representative 
theological  seminaries,  training  schools,  and  church 
agencies  in  order  that  he  may  confer  with  leaders  and 
teachers  in  the  fields  of  Evangelism  and  of  Country 
Church  Work.  He  has  already  spent  several  weeks  in 
making  such  visits  and  contacts  in  the  eastern  states.  In 
November  he  expects  to  make  a  similar  study  in  the  Mid- 
West  where,  in  addition  to  visiting  representative  schools 
and  churches,  he  will  attend  the  National  Conference  on 
Rural  and  Town  Churches  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  At  a 
later  date  he  expects  to  make  a  similar  trip  to  the  South- 
west and  the  Pacific  Coast  to  study  at  first-hand  the  work 
which  is  being  done  in  that  area.  Thus,  in  projecting  his 
work  at  Columbia  Seminary,  he  will  be  able  to  make 
good  use  of  the  experience  of  others,  and  to  profit  both 
by  their  successes  and  their  failures. 

The  possibilities  for  good  in  the  development  of  a 
vital  Department  of  Evangelism  and  Church  Extension  at 
Columbia  Seminary  are  manifestly  exceedingly  great.  At- 
lanta with  its  tremendous  and  continuing  growth  and 
with  its  location  in  the  heart  of  the  still  predominantly 
rural  South  affords  an  opportunity  for  all  types  of  field 
work  which  cannot  be  surpassed  anywhere  in  our  country. 
Already  four  definite  fields  for  extension  work  have  been 
opened  in  and  around  Atlanta  and  students  of  the  semi- 
nary are  being  given  experience  in  various  types  of  mis- 
sion, outpost,  and  community  service  under  the  guidance 
of  Mr.  Thompson.  The  offering  of  definite  courses  in  the 
new  department  will  begin  with  the  winter  quarter. 

"HOW  SHALL  THEY  HEAR  WITHOUT 
A  PREACHER?" 

The  need  for  ministerial  candidates  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so  great  as  it  is  today. 
The  supply  of  ministers  available  at  present  is  totally  in- 
adequate to  meet  the  need  existing.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  enrollment  of  our 
seminaries  this  year,  there  seems  to  be  no  real  prospect 
that  this  need  can  be  met  in  the  early  future. 

The  constant  stream  of  appeals  for  ministers  which 
flows  across  the  desk  of  a  seminary  president  would  in- 
evitably be  a  burden  to  the  heart  of  anyone  who  is  con- 
cerned for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  for  the  needs  of 
men.  Large  numbers  of  churches  in  our  towns  and  our 
rural  areas  have  been  left  without  pastors.  Indeed  it  seems 
that  in  some  areas  of  our  Assembly  nearly  half  of  the 
local  congregations  have  no  minister  at  the  present  time. 
Our  Emergency  Home  Mission  Program  has  led  to  the 
opening    of    numerous    new    fields    in    locations    of   large 


opportunity  and  many  of  our  large  churches  are  more 
interested  today  than  ever  before  in  the  development  of 
outpost  chapel  work.  These  new  and  challenging  fields  of 
service  call  for  ministerial  leaders  who  are  often  not  to 
be  found.  At  the  same  time  a  great  many  of  our  larger 
churches  are  looking  today  for  assistant  or  associate  pas- 
tors, and  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  the  pastors 
of  our  city  churches  are  almost  inevitably  going  to  re- 
quire a  multiple  ministry  for  their  work  tomorrow.  Coin- 
ciding with  the  need  at  home,  there  has  come  the  open- 
ing, or  reopening,  of  many  doors  of  opportunuity  on  the 
Foreign  Mission  Field  and  the  call  of  our  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  volunteers  to  enter  them  and  to  preach  the 
Gospel  in  other  lands.  Many  of  our  finest  ministerial 
candidates  for  years  to  come  will  be  needed  for  those 
foreign  fields  which  are  so  bright  with  promise  today,  and 
which  we  dare  not  neglect.  Whence  are  the  men  required 
for  the  meeting  of  all   these  needs  to  come? 

For  sveral  years  past  the  supply  of  graduates  from  our 
theological  seminaries  has  been  totally  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demand  of  the  churches  and  many  members  of  this 
year's  senior  class  are  already  being  urged  to  accept  calls 
to  specific  fields  of  service.  Columbia  Seminary  has  de- 
parted from  what  it  believes  to  be  the  best  educational 
policy  by  allowing  a  large  proportion  of  its  student  body 
to  accept  regular-  supply  work  in  vacant  churches,  some 
of  these  being  located  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  institution.  This  plan,  though  not  desirable  in  itself, 
seems  better  than  to  allow  the  churches  concerned  to  go 
for  months  on  end  without  a  ministry  and  to  suffer  the 
demoralization  and  loss  which  are  inevitably  involved  in 
such  an  experience.  Such  makeshift  remedies,  however, 
cannot  meet  the  need. 

The  situation  is  one  which  calls  for  careful  study  and 
for  earnest  prayer  on  the  part  of  the  Church.  We  do  not 
need  an  indiscriminate  program  of  recruiting  for  the 
ministry.  We  do  need  more  presentation  of  the  call  from 
the  pulpits  and  through  personal  conferences  of  pastors 
with  choice  young  men  of  their  congregations.  We  need 
more  homes  in  which  the  dignity  of  the  ministry  as  a 
calling  is  emphasized,  and  in  which  parents  will  truly 
dedicate   their  children  to  the  service  of  God. 

The  call  of  God  to  the  ministry  is  not  an  invitation  to 
ease  or  pleasure.  The  fields  which  are  beckoning  today 
can  only  be  filled  at  the  cost  of  hardship  and  selfsacrifice 
in  many  cases.  The  tasks  which  confront  the  minister  in 
our  time  are  not  those  for  a  weakling.  They  call  for  ail 
the  ability  and  all  the  consecration  which  any  man  can 
possess.  The  smallest  church  and  the  most  unattractive 
field  of  service  from  a  human  viewpoint  provides  a  task 
which  is  too  big  for  the  ablest  man  among  us  to  meet  in 
his  own  resources.  The  Church  has  need  today  for  strong 
men  who  are  willing  to  go  into  the  hard  and  discouraging 
places  for  Christ,  and  to  serve  there  without  reward  save 
in  His  approval — of  those  who  are  ready  truly  to  deny 
themselves,  to  take  up  their  crosses,  and  to  follow  Him. 

God  give  us  such  men,  for  such  an  hour  as  this! 


